CHAPTER V.
THE PROPERTIES OF GLYCERINE.
THE glycerine used in commerce, apart from its water
content, which according to the variety generally
fluctuates between 2 and 12 per cent, is practi-
cally chemically pure and can be obtained entirely
free from water if it be left for a few days in flat
dishes over concentrated sulphuric acid.
Glycerine free from water is a liquid as clear as
water, of remarkably strong light-refracting properties
and of a syrup-like consistency without any smell
whatever and of an intensive burning sweet taste ;
in the mouth as well as on the skin of the body it
causes a strong sensation of warmth, because it ab-
sorbs water very powerfully. Exposed to the air,
all concentrated* glycerine absorbs a great deal of
water therefrom, and further absorption only ceases
when the water content of glycerine has risen to
about 5 0 per cent. The specific gravity of glycerine
is 1-264'and decreases when water is added. The
table given below shows the relation between the
water content of the glycerine and the specific
gravity of the product in question, and, therefore,